243.   BARDOLI

I shall never forget Maulana Azad Sobhani's and my visit to
the Bardoli taluka. Both of us marvelled at the simplicity, good-
ness, sincerity and determination of the people in that taluka.
There is no doubt that the work there has been done very well.
We have both felt that, on the whole, that taluka can organize itself
for civil disobedience in the shortest time.

There are about sixty-five Government schools there. Fifty-
one of these have already become national schools. And there is
no doubt that enthusiasm mounts wherever schools become
national. It is only a few weeks since schools came under the con-
trol of the people and, therefore, the progress is rather slow. Chil-
dren are required to work on the spinning-wheel. The use of khadi
has increased very much among men. All were seen wearing a
shirt, dhoti, or half pants, and a cap. There was a fairly good
number of women in khadi saris at the meeting. There is excellent
unity among Hindus and Muslims. People do not object to con-
tact with the Dheds and the Bhangis who attend meetings and they
are allowed to sit with others. The people of the taluka have be-
haved very peacefully while doing all this. They have also main-
tained good relations with the officials, nor is there any hostility
towards those who co-operate with the Government.

We cannot but congratulate the people on this progress.

The picture, however, is not complete. The people should
have such measure of control over the schools that no person would
even think of Government schools or of the education given in them.
Schools should be so organized that children do not roam about
but under teachers of upright character, learn to build their own
character. Hindu boys and girls should learn Sanskrit and study
the Gtta, and Muslim children should learn Arabic and study the
Koran. All children should spin beautiful, strong, well-twisted
yarn of even texture; some of them should card and weave as well.
Khadi should become more popular among women and all men
and women should exclusively wear khadi. Not only this but the
khadi required by the talufca should be spun and woven locally
and mill-made yam should not be used at all. Progress in this is
very slow. The looms are few in number. In comparison, the
number of spinning-wheels is quite goodj but there should be
many more of them and they should be in regular operation. It